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limited the reigns of the Hospodars to seven years,
suppressed all national assemblies, and replaced
them by councils or divans, nominated by the
prince in each principality. In order to destroy
the last vestige of independence, the princes were
to be no longer elected by the great nobles, but
were nominated by the Sultan as suzerain, and the
Czar as protector. Russia contrived to secure the
appointment of men in both principalities, who were
likely to serve her interests rather than those of the
Turks.

But the u doctrine of nationalities " was spreading
all over Europe, and the Roumanians had become
imbued with it The chiefs of the Revolution dis-
seminated their country's grievances wherever they
were scattered. In France and England they found
ready listeners. Lord Palmerston raised the Rou-
manian question in the House of Commons; Ubicini,
whose pen has done so much for Roumanian history,
constantly reminded the French nation that there
existed another branch of the Latin race under
foreign rule. John Heliade published in Paris a
defence of the Revolution; and Constantine Rosctti
appealed from exile to all parties in his native
land to unite against alien domination. Western
Europe woke up to the historical fact of a Rou-
manian nationality, which had aspirations for free-
dom and independence. A few shrewd diplomatists
discovered that the Danubian principalities were not
intended by their geographical position to be vassals
of either Russia or Turkey, but might form a power-
ful buffer-state between the two great rivals. Even